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Pastoral Corner 
 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ our 

Epiphany King! 
It is with great joy and excitement to accept the position as 

Junior Counselor of the Atlantic District. Now that I have 
returned to the Atlantic District, I wish to introduce myself 
again. I am the pastor of Grace Lutheran Church and School in 
Queens Village. I am married to Mrs. Shirley Griffin and have 
been blessed with three children, Marvin, Millicent and 
Michael. 

I am excited to have Mrs. Griffin and Mrs. Friday as 
presidents of our “LWML” societies at Grace. I am working 
very closely with them to promote LWML within our 
congregation in supporting not only the mission projects for 
the Atlantic District, but also synod. I have always had a love 
for LWML and its projects both district and Synod. It is my 
prayer that God will equip me to work effectively in this new 
position. I look forward to assisting our Senior Counselor as 
we together work to share the gospel of Jesus Christ in the 
Atlantic District. 

When Maureen Consiglio approached me about prayerfully 
considering this position, I shared with her my joy and love 
for LWML in the Atlantic District. I now ask for your prayers 
that God will not only lead me but all the officers and leaders 
in the Atlantic District of LWML as we reach congregations 
with support and resources to move forward in faith and 
missions.  

In closing, I can be reached at my e-mail address 
mgriffin@grace-qv.org. Please don’t hesitate to write me or 
call me at 718-465-1010 at your convenience, if I could be of 
help. 

In His Service,  
Rev. Marvin A. Griffin  
Jr. Pastoral Counselor 

YWR 
Since I am new to this position as well as to the District, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself and briefly 

explain my vision for young women in the Atlantic District. Ever since joining the LWML at the age of 16, I have been 
passionate about encouraging other young women to get involved in this great organization. In my 13 years of serving, I have 
had many great opportunities and experiences, including serving as a district Young Woman Representative and a member of 
the Committee on Young Women in the Texas District. Currently, I am serving as the Media & Marketing Committee 
Chairman on the national level. I am excited to join the Atlantic District after a recent move to New York. 

I would not be who I am today without the LWML, and I want more young women to see how uplifting and rewarding 
getting involved can be. I look forward to talking with members of the District about what problems they face and how they 
can attract and mentor young women in their zones and societies. My hope is that the ladies of the LWML will open their arms 
and hearts to the young women of the district and make them feel as welcome and loved as I have felt. 

Rae Ann Spitzenberger 
Young Woman Advocate  

SHORT-TERM MISSIONS 

WHY? 
We are the Lutheran Women’s MISSIONARY League. 
In the past, most of our support was in prayer and with 

money. With modern transportation, we can now spend 
short periods in the mission fields supporting the work of 
local pastors and sent missionaries. All mission trips are 
arranged with the cooperation of those already working in 
the places we go. I can see no better way of showing support 
for those who may be far from home and family, or those 
who are working in a field where there are few, if any, other 
Christians. Our very presence bears witness to our faith in 
the Redeemer whom they are serving. We may be asked to 
give different types of aid, instructional and/or physical. To 
learn more, I encourage you to visit our Synod’s website at 
www.lcmsworldmission.org – or www.mostministries.org. 

 
WHY NOT? 
Only you can answer this question after you have spent 

time in prayer. 
Ethel Lesh 
Chairman of the Mission Task Force 
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LEADERSHIP SKILLS: 
ENCOURAGING PARTICIPATION 

 
Over the past several years, our zone has begun to sponsor an annual day-long retreat for women. Doing something like this 

involves getting a number of people to participate in planning, preparing and finally, hosting and presenting a worthwhile 
program. A great deal of activity takes place before the retreat day itself: meetings, inviting speakers, designing publicity 
materials, mailing posters and invitations, purchasing craft materials, meal planning and preparation, setting up the spaces to 
be used during the retreat, and the list goes on! 

The day of the retreat is filled with non-stop activity and excitement: setting up tables, preparing food, greeting and 
registering guests, leading the program, playing music, participating in discussions and enjoying conversation and fellowship 
with other women. When it's all over, we realize what a wonderful opportunity we have enjoyed to spend precious time with 
our sisters. 

The experience of running a retreat or other major event gives the leader great chances to encourage women who are part of 
her group. A personal invitation to help gives women who might be timid about volunteering the incentive to share their 
talents with the group. It is important to notice the ways in which women assist and remember to thank them. A word of 
thanks on the day and a note in the mail later lets women know that we appreciate what they have done for the group. 
Listening to the suggestions and ideas of women who are part of the planning group and of the women attending the retreat (an 
evaluation form is always vital to future planning) gives them ownership of the activity.  

Putting it all together: 
∗ Inviting women to participate, 
∗ Noticing the ways in which they help, 
∗ Thanking them for their assistance and 
∗ Listening to their ideas and suggestions 

will encourage them to be active in our societies, zones and district. 
Alice Schuman 
Vice President, Leader Development 

 
2009 CONVENTION OFFERING RECIPIENTS 

 
 

Convention Offering #1 – LWML 2009-2011 Mission Goal  
As per the Standing Rules of the LWML Bylaws which states that the offering received at the convention Communion 
Service shall be designated as a contribution to the mission goal of the LWML. 

 

Convention Offering #2 – The Lutheran Hispanic Lay Training Program 
The Lutheran Hispanic Lay Training program will establish study centers in strategic areas throughout the Pacific 
Southwest District using professionally trained church workers to mentor and enable Hispanic laity to serve their con-
gregations and the Hispanic Community at-large. 

 

Convention Offering #3 – Alaska Mission for Christ 
To enable Alaska Mission for Christ to pay for transportation of its workers to the ministry fields of Alaska. 

 

Convention Offering #4 – LWML Endowment Fund 
Unrestricted dividends and interest earned on investments are set aside for LWML ministries and leadership training, 
upon Board of Directors majority approval at the January LWML Board of Directors meeting. 
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EPIPHANY GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF JESUS! 
 
The following mission grants were selected by the delegates meeting in session at the 18th Biennial Atlantic District LWML 
Convention, April 26-27, 2008. 

Camp Scholarships at SonRise ................................................................................................................ $ 3,000.00 PAID 
Ministry to Armed Forces, Ministry-by-Mail.......................................................................................... $ 3,600.00 PAID 
Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc. ................................................................................................................ $ 3,500.00 PAID 
Bible Clubs for Kids ................................................................................................................................ $ 4,000.00 PAID 
Bibles for Atlantic District Prisons.......................................................................................................... $ 2,500.00 PAID 
Seminary Tuition ..................................................................................................................................... $ 5,000.00 PAID 
ZAP! Youth Training Program................................................................................................................ $ 1,600.00 PAID 
Concordia College’s Fortress Grant Fund ............................................................................................... $ 2,000.00 

The Concordia Fortress Grant Fund allows the most promising Lutheran students to receive 
substantial aid for their higher education as they prepare for careers in the pastorate and church 
education (sponsored by Mindy Warnken, Atlantic District Task Force 5).  We need $1,893.20 
in mite donations to pay Grant #8. 

Boy’s Foster Home in South India .......................................................................................................... $ 4,000.00  
This foster home for boys began in 2002 as a result of Atlantic District donations for Tsunami 
Relief.  Many of these boys lost one parent in the Tsunami.  Three boys come from a fishing 
village that was devastated.  Although brought up Hindu, all have been taught to pray Christian 
prayers to start and end each day and at meals and all attend Sunday worship at the local 
Lutheran church.  While Tsunami support is almost depleted, we are committed to these 18 
boys until they graduate the public high school they attend across the street from the home 
(sponsored by Janet George/Judy Benke – Health and Human Care Task Force, Atlantic 
District). 

Atlantic District LWML Mission Grants .... $45,000.00 
LWML Mission Grants ................................... $18,750.00 + 
Atlantic District Mission Inreach .................... $11,250.00 + 
2008-2010 Total Mission Goal ...................... $75,000.00 
Mites Received ................................................ $18,112.77 - 
Mites needed to reach Goal ............................. $56,887.23 - 
Mites needed per month................................... $  4,063.23 (for the next 14 months) 

Thank you for your continued support and keep our Mission Goal in your prayers. 
In His Service, 

Lillian L. Biddle 
Vice President for Mission Outreach 
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‘GO AND DO LIKEWISE’ 
 

As we continue to think about and to engage in human 
care activities and events, we remember the posture of the 
Samaritan in the parable of the ‘Good Samaritan.’ (Luke 
10:25-37) Our Lord Jesus shared this parable with the 
lawyer as a way to teach and perhaps to correct, when the 
lawyer posed the questions; “Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” and “Who is my neighbor?”  Although 
the parable does not provide any statistics on the Good 
Samaritan, we do know that as a Samaritan, he was 
probably treated as most Samaritans were treated during this 
time in Jewish history, with disdain and as an outcast and as 
second class.    

What we know about the ‘Good Samaritan’ in the parable 
is that his actions summed up who he was, and what he was 
about much more accurately, clearly, and completely than 
any biographical write-up, religious posture, political poll, 
or public opinion. His actions clearly demonstrated 
something about his philosophy and thinking on time, 
money, comfort, reputation, and the value of life.  His 
understanding of what it means to love God, and to ‘love 
your neighbor as yourself’ was truly reflected by the mercy 
he showed and the selfless and sacrificial love he 
demonstrated toward another human in a time of great 
physical and spiritual need.  Through his actions and deeds 
he truly ‘walked the walk’ as he stopped to take care of a 
helpless man in need. Forgetting himself, and placing his 
agenda aside, he provided first aid to the man (who could 
have been a Jew), made time to care and nurse him, paid his 
bill, and assured the inn-keeper upon his return to take care 
of any monetary balance incurred by the extra care the man 
needed.  This was an excellent example of genuine regard 
and true compassion for his fellow man.  

During these difficult economical times, as we are faced 
with many human care opportunities and challenges that 
may include those who are dear and near, as well as those 
who are strangers, and from far and remote places, ask 
yourself what God may want of and from you. Purpose with 
the help of God, the Holy Spirit, to not let fear or anxiety 
about your own financial needs and plans overwhelm you, 
but look at your resources as individuals, couples, families 
and congregations, and allow God to show you ‘His will.’ 
Perhaps it is God’s will to correct a perception, to change a 
practice, or to widen your horizon as you open your hearts 
to Him.  Whatever it may be, pray for discernment and seek 
to maintain a posture like the ‘Good Samaritan’; a posture 
where beliefs, doctrine, opinions, and views are translated 
into acts of compassion and mercy that revive, save, and 
give renewed hope to a fellow human being. Perhaps it will 
be by giving an offering above and beyond what you think 
you can, buying groceries regularly for a family, paying the 

GREAT NEWS!!! 
 

The great news is that our three year total of funds 
received from all the stamp donations, including this year’s 
receipt of $200, is now $711.00. All donations go to the 
AD LWML Interpreter’s Fund for the Deaf. We are so 
thankful for all who have donated the stamps and worked 
on getting them cut and sorted so they can be delivered to 
the dealer. This has been a blessing not only because of the 
support, but also because it has brought many groups of 
LWML women together as they cut and sorted the stamps. 
An additional blessing is the benefit of assisting with the 
cost of interpreters so our deaf sisters could be with us at 
events. Please continue to save your stamps. We will also 
be happy to accept any collections or first day covers. 

If you have any questions, please contact me by e-mail at 
bizz728@aol.com (please put “stamps” on the subject line)
or by phone at 631-563-0046. 

My thanks and best wishes for a Happy New Year. 
Linda Bizzaro 
Stamp Chairman 
 

Make sure to trim all stamps to 1/4” 
around the edges; DO NOT cut right 
up to the edge as demonstrated here. 
 
Please either give your stamps to your 
zone presidents or mail to Linda 
Bizzaro. 

 

mortgage or rent for a friend, buying backpacks for needy 
children, baby-sitting for a single mother at no cost, 
providing transportation for a non-driver in need, writing a 
letter to a prisoner, or listening to someone’s concerns. Be 
assured that there are and will be countless opportunities to 
serve people in need. We know how the Good Samaritan’s 
actions leave an indelible impression on those who hear 
about the compassion, mercy, and love of one stranger for 
another stranger. Imagine what this can look like when this 
attitude and these actions are copied and multiplied 
hundreds of times in each home, community, workplace, 
and church. We pray that the Triune God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit—show us what he wants of us as we love Him 
with all of our heart, our talents, time, and possessions as we 
learned from the Master and His grace and mercy.   

Continue to prayerfully consider the human care 
endeavors and events you plan as individuals, as a family, 
group, and/or as a congregation. In your witness to the 
Living Christ, be reminded that as Jesus commissioned the 
lawyer so he commissions us: “Go and Do likewise.”  

In His Service, 
Rosa I. Cruz-Molina  
Human Care /Vice President  
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Hear ye! Hear ye!  
Grace Lutheran Church in Mastic Beach now has a  

Teen LWML Group!  
 

On November 2, 2008, fourteen young ladies ranging from 11 to 18 years of age met to create Christmas and “Thinking of 
You” cards for military personnel. In the short time these girls worked together they were able to make 86 beautiful cards for 
men and women who are currently serving in our armed forces. These cards not only sent messages of compassion and thanks 
for their service, but the cards also delivered the message that Teen LWML girls were praying for them and for their safety.  

The group has already received their reply: 
 

Dear Ladies of the Teen Lutheran Women's Missionary League, 
 

Me and my Soldiers received your Christmas cards today. We found them truly enjoyable, and a reminder of 
those at home who support our U.S. military in this time of conflict. We miss our friends, family and fellow 
Americans, and look forward to returning home next summer. Your cards were a welcome surprise during the 
start of this holiday season. We appreciate your support and prayers, and may our Lord bless and keep you on 
this day and always. Have a merry Christmas and a safe and happy new year! 
Respectfully, 
SA Amber A. Wojnar 

How did we accomplish this neat project you may ask? We asked our congregation to submit names of people who are 
serving in the armed services. We also asked the congregation to donate cards-either blank or used; which were then 
transformed into works of art by our Teen girls. The only additional supplies we needed were glue, lots of glitter, and 
construction paper.  

Our group met again in January to exercise and indulge in delicious ice cream sundaes. While they were eating they 
reviewed 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 and discussed how making wise choices affects our well-being. Everyone had a great time and 
they are looking forward to meeting again in February.  

Linda Guteres 

® 
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LOOK! 
 
 

Look at the year! It is time to plan to attend the LWML 33rd biennial convention, June 25-28, 2009, in Portland, Oregon, 
where you can gather with your LWML sisters and Look to the Hills…God Reigns. Come join this activity-filled and action-
packed weekend, complete with worship, Bible study and fellowship with other sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Registration opens March 2. Registration information is now available in the winter issue of the Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly and at www.lwml.org. Take “A Closer Look” at the Saturday luncheons listed in the registration information. 
These luncheons give attendees an opportunity to look into the lives and work of our convention speakers. Luncheon topics 
include: 

◊ Heidi Floyd – God Reigns... when breast cancer strikes 
◊ Dr. Mary Hilgendorf – God Reigns... with Biblical women of influence 
◊ LCMS President Jerry & Terry Kieschnick – God Reigns... in our church body 
◊ Ruth Koch – God Reigns... in my grief 
◊ Missionaries Michelle Hoeppner and Danelle Putnam – God Reigns... in the mission field 
◊ Jan Struck – God Reigns... in my life story 
Look for more information about Camp Hood (child/youth care), Servant Connections (servant activities), Gifts from the 

Heart (ingathering), and “Mission in Motion” (pledge walk/exercise) at www.lwml.org and sign up for LWML e-News to 
receive the latest news about convention in your e-mail inbox. 

Suffolk Zone LWML 
Annual Women’s Retreat 

 

May 8-9, 2009 
4pm – 4pm 

 

Cormaria Retreat House 
Sag Harbor, NY 

 

“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” 
Ginny Wirsing, Retreat Speaker 

For more information, please contact your society president 

or e-mail Ginny Wirsing at gwirsing@optonline.net 
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SELC DISTRICT/LWML SPRING RETREAT 
 

EDEN RESORT, LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2009 TO SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2009 
 

Price: Friday & Saturday Night Lodging 

Breakfast & Lunch on Saturday 

Breakfast on Sunday 
 

Lodging will be in Queen Suites (3 queen beds & a pull-out queen bed) Each Suite Contains 2 separate 
rooms separated by a bathroom 

 

Triple $163.00 Per Person 

Quad $139.00 

5 People $125.00 

6 People $115.00 
 

*1 Night Friday Stay 

Triple $94.00 

Quad $84.00 

5 People $78.00 

6 People $74.00 
 

The one night stay includes breakfast & lunch on Saturday 

   
 

If you are interested in attending, please sign a copy of this invitation and return to Cheryl Rusiecki, 120 
Ruby Drive, Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234. Full payment must be received no later than March 15. 

 

□ Yes, I will attend  Name:            
  

   Address:           

              
 

   Phone No:  ( )      
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ZONE EVENTS 
 

Albany 
 03/28/09 Day Retreat, Immanuel, Niskayuna, 

10:00 am—3:00 pm, theme - “Following 
Jesus”, Pearl Albrechtsen, Jean 
Wildgrube & Alice Schuman, Retreat 
Leaders 

 04/25/09 Spring Rally, Trinity, Schenectady 
 

Bronx/Westchester 
 05/__/09 Spring Rally, Trinity, Hawthorne (exact 

date TBD, contact Jessica Sauer for 
details) 

 

Nassau 
 05/16/09 Spring Rally, Calvary, East Meadow, 

beginning at 9:30 am 
 

Queens 
 05/30/09 Spring Rally, St. John, Glendale, 

beginning at 10:00 am 
 

Suffolk Zone 
 03/06/09 Day of Prayer Service, St. John’s 

Lutheran Church, Sayville, beginning at 
7:30 pm 

 04/18/09 Spring Event (making knot blankets for 
Suffolk County Perinatal Coalition), 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Islip, beginning 
at 9:30 am 

05/08-09/09 Cormaria Retreat, Sag Harbor, beginning 
at 4:00 pm on 05/08; ending at 4:00 pm 
on 05/09, theme - “Ain’t No Mountain 
High Enough”, Ginny Wirsing, Retreat 
Leader 

 06/06/09 Zone Meeting, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Holbrook beginning at 9:30 am 

 

Triune Zone 
 04/25/09 Servant Event for Orphan Grain Train at 

St. John’s Lutheran, Staten Island 
 

Board Meetings 
 04/25/09 Executive Committee cyberspace 

meeting 
 05/30/09 Bronxville, beginning at 9:30 am 

 
Maureen Consiglio 
President 
E-mail: freetimetoday@verizon.net 
 
 
 
Rosa Cruz-Molina 
Vice President, Human Care 
E-mail: saulmrosa@optonline.net 
 
 
 
Alice Schuman,  
Vice President, Leader Development 
E-mail: ajsrxfd@cs.com 
 
 
 
Lillian Biddle 
Vice President, Mission Outreach 
E-mail: biddle15@aol.com 

 
 
 

Deborah Graybosch 
Vice President, Spiritual Life 
E-mail: dgraybosch@optonline.net 
 
 
 
Linda Guteres 
Treasurer 
E-mail: lagster@optonline.net 
 
 
 
Virginia Wirsing 
Financial Secretary 
E-mail: gwirsing@optonline.net 
 
 
 
Honey Pabst 
Recording Secretary 
E-mail: arthon@aol.com 
 
 
 
Ethel Lesh 
Correspondence Secretary 
E-mail: eplesh@capital.net 

IMPORTANT DATES EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 




