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February 2009

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was bruised for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, and with his stripes we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned every one to his own way;

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:4-6
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Editor:
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WHAT AM I GIVING UP FOR LENT YOU ASK?

NOTHING!!!

Each season of Lent I try giving up something I really really love.  Last year it was sweets, like chocolate.  My children are 27 and 23 years old and I still make up Easter candy baskets for them.  Yes, I know what you are thinking, but what can I tell you, they love it and I love doing it for them.  Their girlfriends/boyfriends probably don’t think it is so cute.  Anyway, last year I was way ahead of schedule, something that happens only once every five years or so.   I got the baskets up from the basement, went shopping for those early chocolate specials and made up their baskets.  I bought enough Cadbury candy coated chocolate eggs to put plenty in each basket and have enough left over to fill two candy dishes for the Easter festivities on Easter Sunday.  I carefully taped shut the large bag and hid it away in my closet to bring out just before the guests arrived.  The only problem  -  I KNEW WHERE THE BAG OF CANDY WAS!!!!!!!!!  

Now I know what you’re thinking – wait a minute, you were supposed to give up sweets for Lent!  Yes that was the plan, and I was very serious about it.  But chocolate is chocolate and sometimes, nothing else will do.  So, little by little I made the not so long trip to the closet and poured a few in my hand.  “That’s not so bad” I managed to tell myself, “There is plenty left for Easter Sunday.”  “I won’t take anymore!”  Well, before I knew it, the carpet showed the telltale sign of numerous “candy runs” and by Holy Thursday, there weren't any more little Cadbury candy coated chocolate eggs in the bag.  I had to make a candy run down to the store to buy more for Easter.  What else could I do?  I had to cover my tracks and not let on to my husband that I had eaten all the candy WAY before Easter.

Now this story is funny, I’m laughing as I am writing it, but I also know that it was wrong on so many levels.  First, I supposedly gave up something for Lent to help myself remember what Jesus gave up for me, but I didn’t get very far.   Second, I lied to myself and lied to my husband by covering up what I had done.  Third, I did not approach Lent in the way I should have by strengthening my relationship with my Lord and Savior and understanding fully and remembering what He did for me.  

This season of Lent, I will be giving up… NOTHING!   I will try, and will ask God to help me, to keep focused on Him and what His Son Jesus Christ gave up for me.  He gave up His life on the cross so that I won’t have to lose mine.  He truly suffered emotionally by being denied by those who loved Him, physically by being scourged at the hands of the Romans, and then He suffered an extremely painful death by crucifixion so that I would not have to suffer not one day, not one hour, not one moment.

I hope you give up NOTHING this Lenten season, but I pray you take on much more by getting to know Jesus Christ and what He has done for your life and your eternal life.

God’s blessings to you

Ginny Wirsing

WALKING WITH JESUS
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“Immediately”

Recently my Pastor mentioned in a Sunday sermon how often the word “immediately” was used in the Bible. I wrote a devotion a few years ago, and referenced the verse from the Gospel of St. Matthew: Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. This was referring to when Jesus walks on water and Peter steps out of the boat to go meet him. On Jesus’ command to Peter to “come”, Peter walked on the water. However, as soon as he saw the wind, and looked around, taking his eyes off of Jesus, he started to sink. Jesus “immediately” reached out His hand and caught Peter.

Just prior to this incident, when Jesus himself was walking on the water, the disciples saw him in the distance and thought he was a ghost. (They) cried out in fear, but Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

In this case, Jesus was there “immediately” to calm the fears of the disciples. No hesitation. They cried out, Jesus heard and acted. 

Jesus is there for us also. He never leaves us. It is our lack of trust that makes us turn away and be fearful. All we need to do is trust in the Trustworthy One. His hand is always there to pull us close to him.

There are other times in scripture that we see the word “immediately”. Many times it is when the Bible refers to Jesus healing the afflicted:

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing”, he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.  Matthew 8:3

Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him.  Matthew 20:34

Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.  Mark 1:42

Immediately the bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.  Mark 5:29

Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished.  Mark 5:42

“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road.  Mark 10:52

Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising God.  Luke 1:64

Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God.  Luke 5:25

In most of these cases, it states that the person receiving the physical healing professed his or her faith in the healer, Jesus. Not only were they healed physically, but even more important than that, they were healed spiritually. They received the gift of salvation freely given to all who believe.

We know that not all those who suffer from infirmities will be healed physically. We do know however, that the believer in Christ will receive the free gift of salvation, life eternal and freedom from all ills and sufferings. Jesus walked to the cross willingly. He gave himself up as a sacrifice, suffered an agonizing death, so that we need not suffer from our sins. He paid the full price for our sins. “...with his stripes, we are healed.” 

During this season of Lent, spend a little time each day with our Lord. Walk with Him as he makes His journey to the cross. Feel the pain that He endured. You will be “immediately” blessed because He did this for you and me.

Deborah Graybosch

February 2009
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SPOTLIGHT ON: Grace, Mastic Beach: Teen LWML

Hear ye! Hear ye!  

Grace Lutheran Church 

in Mastic Beach now has a 

Teen LWML Group! 

On November 2nd fourteen young ladies ranging from 11 to 18 years of age met to create Christmas and “Thinking of You” cards for military personnel.  In the short time these girls worked together they were able to make 86 beautiful cards for men and women who are currently serving in our armed forces.  These cards not only sent messages of compassion and thanks for their service, but the cards also delivered the message that Teen LWML girls were praying for them and for their safety.  

The group has already received their reply:


Dear ladies of the Teen Lutheran Women's Missionary League,


        Me and my Soldiers received your Christmas cards today. We found them truly enjoyable, and a reminder of those at home who support our U.S. military in this time of conflict. We miss our friends, family and fellow Americans, and look forward to returning home next summer. Your cards were a welcome surprise during the start of this holiday season. We appreciate your support and prayers, and may our Lord bless and keep you on this day and always. Have a merry Christmas and a safe and happy new year!
 
Respectfully,

       SA Amber A. Wojnar

         Grace’s Teen LWML met again n January. They chose to view a Richard Simmons exercise video. They then topped the evening off with some ice cream Sunday’s.

Atlantic District LWML News
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SAVE THE DATE!

RETREAT AT TUSCARORA

When:


Friday, October 16th -

Sunday, October 18th 2009

Where:


Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center





Mt. Bethel, Pa.





www.tuscarora.org

Hosted by:


Atlantic District LWML

Retreat Leader:

The Rev. William Wrede





Sr. Pastoral Counselor





AD LWML

For info contact: 

Deb Graybosch






VP for Spiritual Life, AD LWML





Retreat Chairman





dgraybosch@optonline.net or (631) 334-8975

“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”











 Mark 6:31

[image: image7.wmf]
SUFFOLK ZONE LWML COMING EVENTS

Friday, March 6, 2009


7:30 pm
DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE








St. Johns Lutheran Church








Sayville, NY

Saturday, April 18, 2009

9:30 am
SPRING EVENT








Program TBA








Trinity Lutheran Church








Islip, NY

May 8-May 9, 2009


4 pm-4pm
CORMARIA RETREAT

(Friday- Saturday)




Sag Harbor, NY








Ain’t No Mountain High Enough








Ginny Wirsing, Retreat Leader

Saturday, June 6, 2009

9:30 am
ZONE MEETING








St. Johns Lutheran Church








Holbrook, NY

IMPORTANT

If society president cannot attend, please send a representative to bring back information to your church/society – nothing will be sent in the mail.
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND POST AT YOUR CHURCH
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Mark your calendars now!

The following are events in our Suffolk zone churches.
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St John's in Holbrook has a bus going to THE SIGHT AND SOUND THEATER in Lancaster, Pa. to see BEHOLD THE LAMB. The trip includes: lunch at Good and Plenty family style restaurant, the show and bus. The date is Saturday, May 16 2009. The bus will be leaving St. John's parking lot at 7:45 AM and will be returning around 10PM. The cost is $110 per adult, $85 for teens and $65 for children. This fee includes everything, even the tip for driver! Please call Marilyn @588-0681 or the church office @ 588- 6050 for more information, or to reserve a spot. A deposit of $50 per person is required at sign up. The balance is due March 31st. THIS IS MORE THAN A SHOW, IT’S AN EXPERIENCE!!!!!!
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Saturday,March 21,  2009

6:00pm to 8:00 pm

GraceLutheran Church

75 Caleb’s Path

Central Islip, NY 11722

(631) 234-8524

$8.00 Per person

$5.00 11 & under

Children 3 & under free

22nd Annual Woman’s Life Day

Grace Lutheran Church

240 Mastic Road

P.O. Box 496

Mastic Beach, New York 11951

Saturday, March  28, 2009

Registration begins at 8:00 am

FOUND:

Faithful, Obedient, United

Nurturing & Devoted

Presenting:

                Key note speaker                                        Bible study leader
      Karen Orlando                             Barbara D’Aquino

      Karen Orlando Ministries                                              


Women’s Ministry Leader
                Smithtown, New York                                              


 Our Savior Lutheran Church







            Centereach, New York

DIVAS

Dancing in Victory and Song dance troupe

Bronx Redeemer Lutheran Church

Bronx, New York

This day includes:

· Song and praise by Grace Lutheran Church’s Music Ministry

· Youth Drama Team

· Individual prayer sessions with the Prayer Ministry Team

· Continental breakfast and lunch

For any additional information please contact:

Grace Lutheran Church at 631/281-8196 

or Linda Guteres at 631/924-1776

 

       Suffolk Zone LWML

Annual Women’s Retreat

May 8-9, 2009

4pm – 4pm

Cormaria Retreat House

Sag Harbor, NY

“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough”

Ginny Wirsing

Retreat Speaker

For more information, please contact your society president

or e-mail Ginny Wirsing at gwirsing@optonline.net
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