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ONLINE NEWSLETTER OF THE SUFFOLK ZONE LWML

April 2009
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Dear Friends:

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia! May the joy of Easter and the triumph over sin and death be with all of you!

Editor:
Deborah Graybosch







dgraybosch@optonline.net                                        
COUNSELOR’S CORNER
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Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?"  ~ John 11:25-26 (ESV)

I was recently preparing a bulletin for a funeral I was presiding over for a long-time member of the congregation.  He had been a vibrant, active member and several years ago he moved to Florida as many do.  A few years later he suffered a stroke and has been spending the last few years in a nursing home undergoing regular therapy and getting the help he needed on a day to day basis.  Now, in making plans to celebrate his life here and his new life on high through the gifts of the church, I was struck to the heart as I searched through my old funeral bulletins to set the framework for the service.  There on my computer, right next to the file I had just created for this long-time member, was the service I had put together for this man’s grandson whom I had buried just six months ago.  For me, it was a startling reminder of the fragility of life and it made me think how backwards some things are in this world.

Certainly it is a devastating thing for a parent to see the death of their children, but in reality, how much more so for a grandparent to see the death of their grandchildren.  That seems all backwards, irrational, and unfair.  The young should not precede the old in death.  It should be the other way around.

But then I stopped myself.  For to think such is to think only as the world does…fairness, rationality, forward thinking.  The way of the world is not the way of God, and the way of God is not the way of the world.  As St. Paul reminds us in 1st Corinthians, For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  In God’s infinite wisdom, he chose to bring about life and restoration through death.  He chose what was weak to demonstrate his strength.  He chose the cross of shame to show forth his glory and love.  It doesn’t make sense…it’s backwards and irrational.  But this is the very wisdom and power of God!

This April, as we go through the rhythm of Holy Week and Easter, we are reminded once again of the power of God as revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  It may not seem fair that death must come.  But for us who live by faith, we now see death as but the portal to immortality.  By faith in the atoning work of Christ, we do not simply die, but we pass from life to life, just as Jesus said.  And this is the promise given to all of God’s children whether they are 18 or 98, and no matter when our Lord sees fit to call them to himself.  The death and resurrection of our Lord is the center of our hope for each day.  All that we are flows out of and back to this crucial event, this work accomplished by the Son of God.  To the world, it may seem foolish.  To us though, it is the essence of our life and salvation!  Have a blessed Easter!

~ Pastor Brian Noack
FROM THE PRESIDENT
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“MAILBOX IS FULL”

Have you ever sent an e-mail to someone and it comes back undelivered and the reason is “MAILBOX IS FULL”?  This usually means that the person has not gone through their e-mails in a while and their mail system cannot take any more messages.  I wonder if they ever get those messages?

The same thing happens when you call someone on the phone and their message machine tape is full and you get a similar voice response “The mailbox of the person you are trying to reach is full and cannot take any messages”.

FRUSTRATING ISN’T IT?  I don’t know about you, but I don’t have any carrier pigeons and there are too many bird feeders that would distract them on their journey.  So what do we do?  We hope that at some point that the person retrieves their e-mail messages and frees up some space or listens to their phone messages and deletes them to make room for more. 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday are the most important days in our lives.  We remember the sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf when dying on the cross and God’s eternal gift that He gave us on Easter Sunday in the resurrection of His Son, Jesus.  This gift is the answer to our “messages” of prayer and to make us righteous in His sight.  

Psalm 18:6 In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried to my God for help.  From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into his ears. 

He heard our cries and answered us in the gift of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  He knows the pain we experience.  He sees the despair in our lives.  He hears and he listens and he answers us.  His mailbox is not full, it will never be full, and He always has room for another prayer “message.”  

I praise God and I am so very thankful that I will never hear a recorded message from Him that his – “MAILBOX IS FULL.”

Blessings to you this Easter.

Ginny Wirsing
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  









Philippians 4:6-7




From the Editor
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Jesus Knows Me, This I Love!
Recently, on my drive to work, I spotted a church marquis that had the following words on it: “Jesus Knows Me, This I Love”.  I had to think about that for minute. My first thought was not positive. I wasn’t sure if I loved the fact that Jesus knows me, especially right at that particular moment. You see, I read that sign right after an inconsiderate driver cut me off. My reaction to this event was not one that I really thought Jesus should know (or anyone else for that matter). But He does. He knows the good and the bad. He knows every move that I make. He knows every word that I utter even before it comes from my mouth. He knows every hair on my head. He knew me even before I was born, while still being formed in my mother’s womb. 

Jesus Knows Me, This I Love. Jesus knows when I’m hurting and he’s ready to hold me. Jesus knows me when I stumble, and He’s there to reach out a hand to pull me up. Jesus knows me even when I turn from Him. He’s there, steadfast, never looking away from me.

Jesus Knows Me, This I Love. Yes, Jesus does know me and yes, I love the fact that He does. I love the fact that He keeps forgiving me, day after day. Jesus knows that I am a sinner. He knows this and that is why he bore the burden of my sin and shame on the cross. Jesus did it all for me, and I love that! I love knowing that Jesus knows me so well that He knows that there is nothing I can do to correct my sinful nature. 

So you see, Jesus does know me. He knows that I will continue to make mistakes and sin against Him. But, I know that Jesus loves me, and because of that love, I am secure in my future. He defeated the grip of sin and death. He rose victoriously from the grave so that I might live forever with Him, forgiven! I know that my redeemer lives! Alleluia!

Jesus Knows Me and This I Love!

Deborah Graybosch

April 2009
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“Bail Out”

Years ago, if you said to someone the phrase “bail out,” your mind may have immediately drawn a picture of a sinking boat or a flooded basement.  All of us have experienced a flood of one sort or another in our lives, and we all know how hard it is to clean up the mess.
Now when you speak about a “bail out” people picture a company in a pit of debt, which is millions of dollars deep from which they cannot climb out of.  On a daily basis, politicians and their analysts are bombarding us with information regarding these bailouts, and to tell you the truth, I’m beginning to turn a deaf ear to their words. 

Everyone is concerned or worried, and rightfully so, about the state of our economy.  Everyone is paying attention to the financial climate of our nation.  And everyone has their own opinion of bailing out companies who, for whatever reason, now find themselves in a position of possible closure. 

But what is the bailing out a company in financial distress, really going to achieve?  Will the results of cleaning up their debt gain these companies anything other than time?  Are these companies going to go back to doing things the same way as before, or are they going to change their direction and be more responsible with their wealth?

Bail out refers to a rescue from financial distress. The word rescue means to free or deliver from confinement, violence, danger, or evil.  When I am in the need of being rescued, I want to be delivered from confinement, violence, danger, and evil FOREVER, not just for a temporary or short period of time.

And guess what?  I have been rescued!  And so have you!

Over 2000 years ago, everyone everywhere was truly bailed out from the mess they were in, as well as the messes we have created since then, through the years.  The one and only true bail out was Jesus Christ giving up His life in place of ours just so we could be with Him forever.  

Jesus Christ paid our debts by giving up His own life.  The empty tomb of Jesus is the evidence of our bailout from this life on earth.

John 20: 1-18  1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" 

 3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

 10Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

 13They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" 

   "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." 14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 

 15"Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" 
      Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." 

 16Jesus said to her, "Mary." 
      She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 

 17Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' " 

 18Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.

When you read this selection, picture yourself standing before the empty tomb looking for Jesus.  Continue reading and consider your name in place of “Mary” in verse 16.  Consider and accept the fact that Jesus wants you to hear Him call your name and He rolled the stone away not so He could get out, but to allow you and I to look in.  Jesus shed His own blood so that we won’t ever have to.

Our true bailout has happened and the results cannot be altered, shaken, or taken away.  We are rescued from this life and we need to continue to tell others that too.  Allow the picture of an empty tomb to fill your heart with the love of Jesus Christ.

Linda Guteres

April, 2009
[image: image8.jpg]L




Atlantic District LWML News
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SAVE THE DATE!

RETREAT AT TUSCARORA

When:


Friday, October 16th -

Sunday, October 18th 2009

Where:


Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center





Mt. Bethel, Pa.





www.tuscarora.org

Hosted by:


Atlantic District LWML

Retreat Leader:

The Rev. William Wrede





Sr. Pastoral Counselor





AD LWML

For info contact: 

Deb Graybosch






VP for Spiritual Life, AD LWML





Retreat Chairman





dgraybosch@optonline.net or (631) 334-8975

“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”











 Mark 6:31
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SUFFOLK ZONE COMING EVENTS

Saturday, April 18, 2009

9:30 am
SPRING EVENT








Program TBA








Trinity Lutheran Church








Islip, NY

May 8-May 9, 2009


4 pm-4pm
CORMARIA RETREAT

(Friday- Saturday)




Sag Harbor, NY








Ain’t No Mountain High Enough








Ginny Wirsing, Retreat Leader

Saturday, June 6, 2009

9:30 am
ZONE MEETING








St. Johns Lutheran Church








Holbrook, NY

IMPORTANT

If society president cannot attend, please send a representative to bring back information to your church/society – nothing will be sent in the mail.
LWML MITE UPDATE!

****************************

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! It has been announced that the LWML mite goal has been met for the 2007-2009 biennium! We thank God for His many blessings. Please remember to send in your mites monthly.
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE

SUFFOLK ZONE RETREAT

May 8-9, 2009


Theme:
“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough”


Speaker:
Ginny Wirsing


Place:

Cormaria Retreat House, Bay St., Sag Harbor


Cost:

$80.00 per person.  Please remit full amount.




Checks should be made payable to LWML SUFFOLK ZONE

Please send all registrations and checks plus a self-addressed, stamped envelope to:




Mrs. Virginia Wirsing


Phone: 924-7106




4 Garden Lane




Yaphank, New York  11980

Registration deadline is April 30, 2009.  REGISTRATION FEE IS NON-REFUNDABLE AFTER THAT DATE.  Details and directions will be furnished with receipt.

REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR BIBLE

**Ingathering:  Mercy Center Ministries, Inc.**

Information about the ingathering will be sent with your acknowledgment

Tear off and send with your check to Mrs. Virginia Wirsing, 4 Garden Lane, Yaphank, NY  11980

I will attend the May 8-9, 2009 mini-retreat at Cormaria Retreat House.  I have enclosed my payment of $80 payable to LWML Suffolk Zone.

NAME __________________________________________PHONE _________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________

                   _______________________________________________________________

HOME CHURCH _________________________________ZONE __________________
PLEASE CHECK ONE:  ________SINGLE ROOM     ________DOUBLE ROOM**

**PLEASE GIVE NAME OF PERSON YOU ARE ROOMING WITH ____________________________________________

ALL ROOMS ARE ASSIGNED ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS

IF YOU HAVE ANY PHYSICAL DISABILITIES THAT WE SHOULD BE AWARE OF, PLEASE CALL GINNY WIRSING AT 924-7106, OR INDICATE THEM ON THIS FORM BELOW.
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Come and enjoy Christian fellowship while making baby “knot blankets” (no skill required-if you can tie a knot, you can make a blanket)

DATE:

Saturday, April 18, 2009

TIME:

9:00 am - Registration




9:30 am – Worship Service

PLACE:
Trinity Lutheran Church




111 Nassau Avenue




Islip, NY  11751

Bring a bag lunch.  Coffee/tea and dessert will be provided by the ladies of Trinity.

For more information, please contact your society president or e-mail Ginny Wirsing at  gwirsing@optonline.net 
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Spotlight on: Messiah Lutheran, Setauket

Our LWML here at Messiah Lutheran in Setauket is continuing our work in assembling kits for Lutheran World Relief. The congregation supports us in our collection of items for the school kits, health kits and layettes that we assemble. We also make quilts for LWR. Sometimes poor women will use the quilt as a roof from the sun during the day and then as a blanket for all the children during the evening! LWR has videos on-line or you can borrow a video to see the great work that they are doing! It is great to be involved in a big project like this that is making a difference in the world today. If you are interested in getting something like this started in your LWML, the address is: www.lwr.org

God's blessings, 
Barbara Brownworth – President

***************************************************************************

Jelly Bean Prayer

Red is for the blood He gave,
Green is for the grass He made,
Yellow is for the sun so bright,
Orange is for the edge of night,
Black is for the sins we made,
White is for the grace He gave,
Purple is for the hours of sorrow,
Pink is for the new tomorrow.

                                                                Author Unknown

Jane Tyska, a long-time member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Islip, shared this with us. She found this in her mom’s “keepsake box”. Jane’s mother’s name was Eleanor (Page) Anson. Mrs. Anson was confirmed and married at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Amityville. She was a member there for many, many years until she moved to Florida. In Florida, she attended Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Jacksonville. 
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Luke 24

The Resurrection

 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 
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"Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf of springtime." 

(Dr. Martin Luther)
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SUFFOLK ZONE LWML





SPRING EVENT





“Hands on mission event”
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